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 The previous report demonstrated how mowing and cutting affects the parsnip and the 
plants around it. Specifically, on the lots behind the houses that back up on to the Hydro 
Corridor. However, recently there was a mass mowing/clearing of the corridor with a large 
industrial sized mower. This resulted in much of the grass, flowers, and other native species to be 
reduced down to only a few inches off the ground. Their recovery is being monitored but it’s 
likely they will not reach the size prior to mowing before the end of the season. Naturally, the 
parsnip that was spread throughout this section of the corridor was also mowed. This report’s 
goal is to further demonstrate that mowing the parsnip is counter-productive towards the goal of 
its removal and reducing its propagation.  
 
Results of clear-cutting 
 
Here is a photo taken shortly after of the mowing of this section of the corridor.   
 
Corridor 1.1  

 
 
Since this section is now reduced down to short grass, this provides an opportunity for the 
parsnip to further spread down the corridor. This is because the parsnip will grow back sooner 
than the native grasses and then proceed to flower due to the nature of the plant. Most of its 



energy is stored in the root therefor it will recover quicker than the grasses that do not have this 
stored up energy below ground. Since there are no other plants to compete, it’s seeds will be 
blown down the corridor by the wind and able to establish itself further. 
 
As previously shown on a small-scale plot in the previous report, here are some parsnip plants 
that are being monitored after they were mowed.  
 
Mowed Parsnip 2.1 

 
 
The browned stems are the ones that were mowed a couple of weeks ago. However, the parsnip 
is not killed by this but rather sends up alternate stems around the cut stem to compensate for it 
being mowed.  
 
Here are some more examples of the mowed parsnip. 
 
Mowed Parsnip 2.2 



 
 
Mowed Parsnip 2.3 



 
 
This demonstrates that cutting the parsnip (at least at this time in the season) will not have any 
affect in reducing its spread as its stems return in a matter of days after being mowed.  
 
Finally, here is a photo taken parallel to the ground of the mowed section to demonstrate that the 
parsnip is the first plants to grow back out of all the plants that are cut.  
 
Mowed Parsnip 2.4 



 
 
These parsnips were mowed a couple weeks ago and already they are the tallest plant on the 
mowed corridor as well as already flowering. This means that should they turn to seeding, they 
will be the highest plant spreading seeds meaning its seeds will travel the furthest.  
 
In conclusion 
 
 Overall, the mowing had little to no effect on the reducing the parsnip. It’s likely that it 
will now have an easier time spreading to the sections that were mowed since there will be no 
other plants or grasses to outcompete the parsnips. As mentioned before, mowing can be a 
method of control before the plants have gone to seeding, however this is not an infestation that 
is large enough that requires mowing. Mowing could be combined along with other methods 
such as mechanical removal however even after mowing planting native grass seeds and 
allowing meadows to grow to outcompete the parsnip is the best long-term solution rather than 
mowing the meadow (if the goal is long term control). These parsnips will not be immediately 
mechanically removed as they will continue to be monitored to observe the long-term effects of 
periodically mowing the Hydro Corridor.  
 


