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 In this summary, I will be talking about how mowing and cutting effects the parsnip and 
the plants around it. I will show some examples of the effects of mowing throughout the summer 
so far and include some personal observations as well. Overall, mowing can be an effective way 
of removing parsnip, however, it is a time sensitive solution and requires to be done near the end 
of flowering season when the parsnip does not have a chance to regrow and flower once again. 
Mowing at this time of year (early July) is counterproductive to the goal of discouraging the 
parsnip to regrow. Since their roots go deep, this is where most of their energy is stored and why 
they are able to bounce back so quickly after being mowed. Their seeds can also be dispersed by 
wind and water but also by the mowing equipment used [1], so it’s possible that this clearing has 
increased its risk of spread.  
 
Results of mowing 
 
Example 1: 
 
Here are included some photos of areas that have previously been mowed and show the fast 
rebound of parsnip in the area.  
 
Here is an example of a housing property that has attempted to extend it’s backyard onto the 
Hydro Corridor by mowing down the grass. 
 



 
 
In this photo above, it’s possible to see the line between mowed and untouched on the Hydro 
Corridor. On the left side, there is a mix of native grasses and brush. On the right, the is brown 
grass with the parsnip being the most prominent plant in that section.  
 
Here is another angle of this area: 



 
 
And a zoomed in photo of the parsnip growing on this plot: 



 
 
 
In this photo, it’s visible that the parsnip has been easily able to outcompete any sort of plant on 
this mowed plot as it has no competition and can grow much faster than the grass around it. It is 
also currently starting to flower. This means that it can further spread throughout this plot with 
no competition and also spread through the Hydro Corridor. 
 
Here are some other photos where residents have mowed on the Hydro Corridor. Notice once 
again it is the parsnip that re-establishes itself first. 
 
Mowed 1.1 



 
 
In the photo above, parsnip plants can be seen growing up the side of the fence with no 
competition.  
 
Mowed 1.2 
 



 
 
Small parsnip plants can be seen in the photo above. They quickly return after being mowed 
(often one of the first).  
 
 
Example 2: 
 
The next example of the parsnip outcompeting after being mowed is when the Hydro One mower 
clears a path to mow around their storm drainage. As this is a necessary action for Hydro One to 
take, it is strictly being used as an example of the parsnip outcompeting. Since it is a relatively 
small area that is mowed, it’s not difficult to manage should the parsnip get out of hand.  
 
Here is a photo of a clearing the mowers make to access their storm drainage. 
 



 
 
Once again here the parsnip has grown and outcompeted the grass around it and has turned to 
flower. These parsnip plants will pose a large risk to spreading further down the corridor with no 
native grasses to outcompete.  
 
Conclusion 
 
 In conclusion, mowing a large portion of the Hydro Corridor at this time presents a risk 
of the parsnip becoming unable to control by mechanical removal methods. It is likely that the 
parsnip plants that are already established in that area are going to come back much quicker than 
the native grasses and proceed to flower and further spread (as we’ve seen in the cases of mowed 
lawns). Furthermore, the patch was mowed in a time of no rain and extreme heat. This further 
threatens the return of the native grasses and gives the parsnip a fresh template to make its way 
through. Without the grasses growing back, there will be nothing to outcompete the parsnip. 
Once again, cutting the parsnip plants can be an effective method when combined with 
mechanical removal [1], but only at certain times in the year.  
 
The effects of this mass clearing will continue to be monitored and update reports can be 
expected.  
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